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Fire News and Advice April 2013 

It is good to see some lovely autumn weather. However based on recent years we could see very 
active fire behaviour through to at least the end of May. The bush is still extremely dry, there is a 
lot of dry grass around, we usually get very strong and dry easterly winds during autumn, and we 
are still likely to get some hot spells. As the soil profile is so dry, occasional bursts of rain will only 
have a very short effect in inhibiting fire behaviour until steady rains set in. 

Bush Fire Ready Public Meeting  
This will be held at the Gidgegannup Fire Shed at 6:30 to 8:30pm Wed 17th April.  
The Bush Fire Ready Programme is all about providing advice and assistance so you carry out 
preparations to minimise the risk to yourself, your family, and your home from bushfire. This will not 
be a “set piece” presentation as has traditionally occurred. It will be more in the form of an open 
forum discussion and question and answer session so you can get advice which is most useful to 
you. We have invited DFES and City of Swan reps to attend. 
Please let your neighbours know about this event as their level of preparation really does have an 
effect on you. 
 
Recruitment 
Brigades as always are actively seeking volunteers. If you are interested in this most important way 
of contributing to your community please enquire with your local Brigade. Applications for the next 
round of training courses need to be in by mid April at the latest so please get in early. 
 
The Prohibited Burning Season for City of Swan has been extended to midnight 14th April 2013 
 
Depending on rainfall the Restricted Burning Season will commence 15th April 2012.  If so you 
will be able to apply for a Permit to Burn at the Gidgegannup Fire Station from Sat 13th April 
during the hours 08:30am to 10:00 am on Saturdays only. Permits issued in the early part of the 
Restricted Burning Season will have very severe limitations imposed. 
During the Restricted Burning Season permits are required for ALL forms of burning before 6:00pm 
and for most forms of burning after 6:00pm, the legal onus is on YOU to check. 
 
Permits to Burn 

- Getting a permit is not a right, it is a privilege and you should treat it as such 
- You have to convince the BFCO/Issuer that what you plan to do is safe so come prepared 

with appropriate information such as a basic map, what firebreaks you have, what are your 
means of suppression of a fire and what you plan to do if the fire gets out of control. You 
are much more likely to get a permit if you have addressed these issues in advance. 

- If you are refused a permit you commit an offence by trying to get one from another BFCO 
- Allow at least 4 days between applying for the permit and being able to burn, you will NOT 

be issued same day or short notice permits 
- You must comply with all conditions on the permit, make sure you read the back as well, if 

in any doubt seek clarification from the BFCO who issued the permit 
- Having a permit in no way absolves you from any liability for the consequences of escape 

of your burn, or from smoke across roads causing an accident etc. 
- Breaching permit conditions can result in immediate cancellation of the permit, and a 

substantial fine. 
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Notice to Neighbours is compulsory 
- You MUST give notice to ALL adjoining landholders, ie if you have any common boundary, 

this includes across the road, railway or stream etc. 
- Verbally or by email or SMS is OK only if all of them agree to be notified this way, otherwise 

you MUST give notice in writing 
o 4 days in writing delivered to their letterbox if they live there 
o 8 days in writing to the registered address if they are absentee 

- Hint! You can start notifying neighbours before you apply for the permit. 
 
Verges and Reserves 
Please be reminded that you are not allowed to carry out burning on verges, only the City can 
authorise this. If you have any concerns or suggestions regarding fuel loads and risk on verges or 
reserves you should raise these directly with City of Swan, NOW is the best time to do it as the City 
is currently reassessing its hazard management practices and needs maximum input.  
Best email swan@swan.wa.gov.au with your submission. 
 
Hazard Reduction 
Refer to the last (March) Gidgegram and recent Fire News articles at www.gidgegannup.info for 
information regarding this. Other advice is available at www.dfes.wa.gov.au and from your 
Brigades. 
 
 
Reporting Smoke and Fire and avoiding false alarms 
It is always important to report wildfires early, regardless of when they occur. However once the 
Restricted Season starts there are likely to be at lot of legal and perfectly safe fires, and a brief 
check will often avoid unnecessary false alarms and unnecessary callouts for your Bushfire 
Volunteers. Common sense will go a long way here. For example things to check 

- If you believe the fire is a threat dial 000 immediately however 
- Is the smoke you can see is from a fire which you believe is actually in your area? Frequent 

false alarms are raised from smoke which has drifted from a considerable distance from a 
fire which is no threat. This is very common with larger DEC and Brigade hazard reduction 
burns, and also larger wildfires. Does the fire appear to be out of control or unsafe? 

- Is the fire unattended? It may take more than a cursory glance to check this. 
- Do you believe that it is illegal or unsafe? 
- Is it burning on nearby land? Holders of Permits to Burn MUST notify adjoining landholders 

(see above), but not all burns require permits (see below).  
- Note that there is an exemption to notification and permit requirements for a single small 

heap of garden refuse (NOT household rubbish) between 6:00 pm and midnight but anyone 
who uses these MUST ensure they are fully aware of the conditions which apply to these. 
In any case best to be a good neighbour and advise people anyway. 

 
It is an absolute waste of time to send an email or SMS to a local Bush Fire Control Officer 
regarding any Fire breaches as by the time these are received some time may have passed and it 
may be too late to take effective action. If you wish to enquire about a burn that you feel is safe but 
just want to check the legality, phone them, but do it at the time you see the incident, otherwise 
don’t bother.  
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