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Fire News and Advice June 2013 

 
The Restricted Burning Season in the City of Swan ends 31st May 2013.  
 
The next Restricted Burning Season is scheduled to start 1st Oct 2013. 
From 1st June to 30th Sept permits are not required. 
 
Not requiring a permit in no way relieves you of your responsibility to take due care. You are 
still liable for any consequences of your burn getting out of control, or for smoke causing 
nuisance, damage, or traffic hazard or accident. You can be ordered to extinguish a fire 
which is considered unsafe or causing excessive nuisance, and in certain cases expenses 
can be recovered if outside assistance is required to do so. 
 
There have been numerous cases of people being “surprised” at how easily a fire can get 
away even in winter after a dry spell. You should always plan for worst case scenario and 
have a backup plan. You should advise neighbours of any burns which might cause concern. 
 
Safety with doing your own burning 
 
Plan your burns well. This includes having measures in place in case things go “pear 
shaped” such as firebreaks/buffers and appropriate equipment including your own trailer 
mounted or slipon fire unit. Brigades can provide advice on how to burn safely. 
 
There is a useful guide/DVD published by DFES on “Winter Burning”, details on the DFES 
website www.dfes.wa.gov.au and then enter “Winter Burning” into the search box. Winter 
Burning packs are usually stocked at the fire shed, and at City of Swan Main and Place 
Offices.  
 
Trains and Fires 
 
It wasn’t the train’s fault! - or so they are trying to make us believe. The recent article in the 
Echo (May 18th) makes interesting reading. Is it purely coincidental that fires of 28th Feb 
2013 occurred at 13 locations in sequence over approx 20 kms of track almost immediately 
after the train passed and no more occurred after the train was stopped? Can this be 
regarded as a proverbial smoking gun? 
 
Regardless the fire escaped from the rail corridor which was high in fuel having had little fuel 
reduction carried out for many years. 
 
As reported in the Echo the spokesperson for the govt body that owns the rail corridor 
blamed the City of Swan for not enforcing fire management provisions even though any 
order that the City might wish to place on that land is unenforceable. Surprise surprise – the 
Bush Fires Act is not binding on the Crown! Bloody ridiculous! 
 
For many years local senior Bush Fire Brigade Volunteers (including the author of this 
article) and City of Swan representatives have been lobbying to reinstate the hazard 
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reduction measures in the rail corridor which were regularly carried out up to the late 90s. 
This has met with no success due to the legal situation and the reluctance of rail operators. 
Regardless of how well maintained trains are, sparks leading to fires will occur. The only 
means of stopping fires which start in the rail corridor from escaping the rail corridor is to 
reduce or remove fuel in the corridor. It seems a no brainer, but I’m sure the best legal 
brains are coming up with more reasons why not, and those who are responsible for the 
management of that land are lapping up that advice. 
 
Town Planning Scheme Amendments – Bush Fire Prone Areas 
 
It’s official (well almost), a majority of the City of Swan is Bush Fire Prone! 
The City of Swan is progressing amendments to the Town Planning Scheme to give legal 
effect to the provisions of “Planning for Bush Fires”, a policy of the WA Planning 
Commission. 
 
This was a recommendation of the Perth Hills Bush Fire Enquiry (Keelty Report) following on 
from the Red Hill and Roleystone Kelmscott fires. The recommendation was that it should be 
carried out at state level. As the WA Govt hasn’t progressed the matter, City of Swan along 
with a few other Local Govts has bit the bullet on this one. 
 
As part of the process a formal bush fire risk assessment to an agreed standard has been 
carried out, with over 80% of City of Swan being declared Bush Fire Prone, and approx 50% 
rated at Severe Risk. Not that many of us have been preaching this for years! 
 
The adoption of the policy will affect most future developments in the City and require 
specific measures in building design, buffer zones, road and driveway accesses and 
escapes, and water supplies, depending on the specific rating of the area. 
 
This is likely to be progressed at the next Council Meeting, with final adoption after a public 
comment period. 
 
 


