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Fire News and Advice Oct 2013  

Important dates 
1st Oct Start of Restricted Burning Season, Permits required 
12th Oct Bush Fire Ready Public Meeting 9:00 am at the Gidge Fire Shed 
2nd Nov to 30th April  Firebreaks must be in place/kept clear 
 
Seasonal Outlook 
This wonderful rain has certainly been of benefit, however the extra growth will mean 
significantly elevated fuel loads once it dries off, and hence elevated bush fire risk. 
Interestingly when looking at the soil moisture profile there has still not been enough rain 
to restore overall moisture content to the levels which were there prior to recent drought 
years. Once the rains stop or significantly diminish, drying off may occur far more quickly 
than you might expect.  
 
Bush Fire Ready Public Meeting 
This will be held on Sat 12th Oct at 9:00 am at the Gidge Fire Shed. Local Brigade 
Officers, City of Swan and DFES will be attending to provide Fire Safety advice to 
residents. They will also give advice on how to set up a local Bush Fire Ready Group. 
Please encourage your neighbours, especially if they are recent arrivals in Gidge, to attend 
this meeting.  
 
Firebreaks Etc 
Each year the fire season seems to last longer, well into Autumn.  As a result the City of 
Swan has extended the period for firebreaks to be maintained until 30th April. (it used to be 
31st March). There is also a requirement to reduce fuel and risk around buildings and other 
infrastructure. Please refer to the Annual Firebreak Notice which you should be receiving 
soon. It will also be available on the City of Swan website. 
 www.swan.wa.gov.au  
 
Declaration of Bush Fire Prone Areas 
City of Swan has been working for the last year to implement the Keelty Report 
recommendation that WA formally declare Bush Fire Prone Areas so that WAPC Policy 
“Planning for Bush Fires” becomes binding in such areas.  
The proposal is now ready for public comment and is being advertised in City of Swan 
from late Sept to mid Nov. The public comment period will end 14th Nov, after which City of 
Swan will formally move to adopt the scheme.  
 
Effect of Bush Fire Prone Area Declaration 
All new developments, including single buildings, in designated Bush Fire Prone Areas will 
require assessment, and implementation of measures to reduce risk from bush fire. These 
measures will include building design, maintenance of low fuel areas nearby, road, 
driveway and other access, and provision of emergency water supplies. The default 
position is that any development must comply with the standards, the only “negotiable” is 
where alternative arrangements which are at least as effective may be proposed. 
There may be some high risk areas in which development will no longer be possible. 

http://www.swan.wa.gov.au
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The onus will be on the developer/landowner/builder to comply with the policy, and to 
submit plans accordingly for assessment. 
 
Why you should support the changes? 
They significantly improve “survivability” in a bush fire by  

- minimising the likelihood of direct flame impact on buildings 
- reducing the effect of ember attack when that inevitably occurs in all but the 
mildest bush fires 
- increasing the chances of both residents and emergency responders being 
able to successfully defend both lives and properties  

 
 Restricted Burning Season and Permits 
The start of the Restricted Burning Season remains unchanged at 1st Oct 2013. From this 
date all forms of burning before 6:00 pm and most burning after 6:00 pm requires a permit 
to burn. (see exception below) 
Permits will be available at the Gidge Fire Shed on Saturday mornings from 08:30 to 10:00 
am from 28th Sept.  

- There isn’t an automatic right to a permit, you have to convince the permit 
issuer that what you propose can be done safely with the resources that you have 
available. 
- You will NOT get a permit to burn on the same day, there are notification 
requirements and other conditions with which you must comply – PLAN AHEAD 
- The more preparation you have made the easier it is to get a permit 
- You MUST comply with all permit conditions (latest changes mean that you 
as the applicant need to sign the permit to demonstrate that you understand and 
agree to the conditions) 

 
Burning for which a permit is NOT required 
You can burn a single heap of garden refuse without a permit provided you comply with 
the following 

- Heap is less than 1 sq metre 
- No more than 1 heap at a time 
- It is lit between only between 6:00 pm and 11:00 pm and fully extinguished by 
midnight 
- You MUST  
o remain in attendance 
o have a 5 metre firebreak clear of flammable material 
o have an effective means of extinguishment  
- You MUST NOT 
o burn household rubbish, plastic etc 
o allow smoke to cause a nuisance 
o burn on any day when the Fire Danger Index is “Very High” or above, or when a 
Total Fire Ban or Harvest and Vehicle Movement Ban is in force 

 
For further info check www.swan.wa.gov.au or the City Fire Information Line 92679326.  

http://www.swan.wa.gov.au

