
Fire News and Advice Nov 2013

Important dates
- 2nd Nov Firebreaks must be in place 
- 6th Nov 6:00 pm Public Info session re TPS amendment “Planning for 

Bushfires” at the Ag Society Hall Gidgegannup
- 1st Dec Start of Prohibited Burning Season (unless brought forward)

The NSW bushfires are a timely reminder of the risks we face in Gidge this fire season.
While the terrain is a little more forgiving here, high fuel loads as a result of the spring rain
pose a serious risk. The biggest difference from recent years is in pastures and grasses
which are curing rapidly in some areas. These will contribute to high fire intensities and very
fast rates of spread with significant wind. Landholders with significant grass/pasture fuel
loadings should make every effort to graze down or slash these to reduce risk. Bushland is
also drying rapidly and we have already seen increasingly vigorous fire behaviour at hazard
reduction burns and wildfires. 

Bush Fire Survival Plan
To quote the NSW Rural Fire Service “Planning to make a plan is not a plan”. If you have not
already done so you should formalise your plan. This should cover situations including when
you have no choice but to evacuate, and when it is impossible to evacuate.
If you are not part of a local Bush Fire Ready Group you should be
For further info and advice visit www.dfes.wa.gov.au or contact your local Bush Fire Ready
Facilitator
East Gidge David Cole david.cole@focused.com.au 0409 746 425
West Gidge John Mangini john.mangini@bigpond.com 0427 77 0003
You can obtain reference material from City of Swan offices and libraries, and from the
Gidge Fire Shed 08:30 to 10:00 Saturday mornings

Identifying escape routes
You should clearly identify routes you may need to use if you either choose or have to
evacuate. Depending on the location of the fire your first choice may be too dangerous or
impassable. You should actually drive alternative routes to familiarise yourself with them. In a
real emergency not being familiar and just relying on a road map or electronic navigation
system may expose you to increased risk. These do NOT identify risks due to slope, bends,
roadside vegetation etc. For those south of Toodyay rd there is a reasonable network of
roads with significant options. However there are some dead end roads. For those north of
Toodyay rd the choices are very limited. It is worth driving the full lengths of Berry, Reserve,
Reen, Copley Dale, Clenton, O’Brien and Lancewood (which is an alternative route to Gt
Northern Hwy).

Burning Restrictions
We are currently in the Restricted Burning Season.  Permits are required for ALL burning
before 6:00pm and for most burning after 6:00pm on any day. The Restricted Burning
Season ends 30th Nov unless it is shortened due to weather conditions. 
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For details refer to the annual firebreak notice and info book sent to all ratepayers by City of
Swan, or go to www.swan.wa.gov.au or the Fire Information line 92679326
You can apply for a permit at the Gidge Fire Station on Saturday mornings between 08:30
and 10:00.

Seasonal Bans
There are 2 types, DFES TOTAL FIRE BANS and Local Govt VEHICLE MOVEMENT and
HARVEST Bans. YOU need to check whether any activity which you plan to carry out may
contravene a ban. Hot and windy days and where the forecast fire danger is VERY High or
above often trigger bans.

TOTAL FIRE BANS (TFB)
may be imposed by DFES over a region based on forecast weather conditions, usually when
the forecast fire danger is SEVERE or above. These are usually imposed the night before. A
Total Fire Ban captures a wide range of activities likely to cause a bush fire but will allow
some agricultural activities. TFBs will be posted on the DFES website www.dfes.wa.gov.au,
advised on ABC local radio (720 AM in our area) and on the TFB line 1800709335. For
further details re restrictions visit the DFES website. One restriction of particular note is that
recreational use of any vehicle or motorbike etc is banned off roads and driveways, but
some agricultural activities such as harvesting may continue as long as suitable precautions
are taken.
Penalties for breach up to $25,000 or 12 months jail

VEHICLE MOVEMENT AND HARVEST BANS (VM&HB)
can be imposed by City of Swan in response to local conditions, and MAY BE IMPOSED AT
SHORT NOTICE. They are likely if the forecast or actual fire danger is VERY HIGH or
above. In particular ALL vehicle and machinery movement, and a number of other activities
off roads and driveways MUST STOP unless necessary for the immediate welfare of
humans or stock. For further details of restrictions refer to the annual notice from City of
Swan or visit www.swan.wa.gov.au
VM&HBs are advised on ABC Local Radio (720 AM) at 10:03, 13:03, and 14:03, on the Fire
info line 92679326 and usually (but not always) posted on the City of Swan website. Note
that a ban may be imposed between broadcasts if conditions change significantly.
NOTE – VM&HBs will occur more frequently than TFBs as the trigger points are lower, but
are almost invariably imposed if a TFB in place.
Penalties for VM&HB breach up to $5,000, but if a TFB is also in place the TFB penalties
apply.
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