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Fire News and Advice Xmas 2013 
  

On behalf of the Gidgegannup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades we would like to wish 
you a happy, safe and peaceful festive season. 

  
So far fairly quiet fire wise in Gidge but let’s not get complacent. Nice to experience 
cooler weather again, long may it last though I don’t hold out too much hope. 
Hopefully not too much like last weekend this year but as Mark Twain said 
“Everybody talks about the weather  but nobody will do  anything”. 
  
  
“Blow Up” Days 
Nickname for days when the temp and wind reach or exceed 35 deg/35 kmh 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. Such days can make fires very active and difficult to control. 
Surprisingly to some a very hot day with little or no wind can be significantly lower 
risk than a moderate (for summer) day with strong winds due the effects on rates of 
spread. 
It is not unusual to have strong easterlies overnight and early in the day which drop 
off as the day warms up. In such cases the Fire Danger Index is significantly lower 
than if the winds stay strong during the hotter part of the day.  
An strong sea breeze developing on what has been a hot day ( and possibly low 
wind) so far can significantly increase the fire danger index and for a period produce 
“Blow Up” conditions. This is because it can push and mix up hot dry air in front of it. 
Even after  cooler and more humid air has arrived fire behaviour may still be elevated 
somewhat. This sometimes happens on the “flats” especially near the coast, and 
sometimes on the scarp faces and within 30 kms or so east of them in the hills (eg 
Parkerville/Stoneville 900 Ha fire a few years ago). 
  
More Volunteers needed 
Volunteer numbers are declining, not just in emergency services. Many community 
groups and volunteer organisations are finding it more difficult to attract participants. 
Busier lives and changing priorities are always a challenge. We urge you to try and 
drum up interest, especially for those who could contribute, and especially to 
brigades, as you socially interact in the community over the festive season. Late 
summer/early autumn is the best time to join up and commence training, so 
experience can be gained in hazard reduction burns before being flung into the “heat 
of battle” next season. 
Sometimes we are reminded of the immortal words of Winston Churchill during the 
Battle of Britain - “Never in the course of human history has so much been owed by 
so  many to so few”. Let’s not allow the situation deteriorate to that extreme. 
  
Bush Fire Preparedness - Breaks and Hazards 
Many have done the right thing but some have not, City of Swan has issued approx 
1,400 firebreak non compliance letters so far this season, including a significant 
number in Gidge. Enhanced inspections are picking up many of those areas in the 
backblocks and rear sections of larger properties which have been overlooked for 
years. It is in the best interests of yourselves and your families to ensure that not only 
your own properties, but those nearby are properly prepared with good breaks and 
access and hazards minimised. It also makes it far safer for those volunteers who 
step forward to protect our community.  
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Common Sense with machinery and vehicles (does it always prevail?) 
If common sense was far more common we wouldn’t need fire bans to be imposed! 
There is a history of fires occurring due to use (or misuse) of machinery of any sort 
during the fire season. It is just plain common sense to grade firebreaks, and use any 
machinery including slashers, mowers, chainsaws, whipper snippers etc in the 
coolest part of the day when the danger of a fire starting or spreading are lowest ie 
early mornings or cooler evenings, both preferably with little wind. Remember 
operation of most of these is affected by any Ban imposed that day except in 
built up urban areas or possibly construction sites completely clear of 
flammable material. 
Slashers and mowers create sparks, by blades hitting and flinging rocks, or those 
inevitable bits of scrap steel, horseshoe etc. All rock is a risk, but that darker 
blue/grey rock known as diorite/dolerite commonly associated with deeper red soils is 
amongst the worst for sparks. 
Both ride on and push type mowers are a particular risk as they accumulate grass 
cuttings etc which often lodge in/near hot parts such as exhausts etc, there are 
several fires each year started in Swan by these. Maintain then and clean them 
frequently. Try and have a water based extinguisher immediately available.   
Don’t park vehicles in dry grass/bush, and avoid driving through long dry grass. Hot 
exhausts frequently start fires, especially with grass/debris buildup underneath the 
vehicle. Modern vehicles which have catalytic converters pose an increased risk. 
Tractors and other larger mobile machinery used in paddocks or bush are required to 
have vertical spark arresting exhausts, mowers/chainsaws and all other smaller 
machinery etc must have at least spark arrestors. You should have a water based 
extinguisher immediately available (ie mounted on the machine where practicable). A 
good choice is a 9 lt stored pressure unit. You can refill these yourself if you have an 
air compressor and follow the instructions carefully. These will squirt a jet of water 6 
to 8 metres for 30 to 60 secs, which may be more effective in stopping a grass fire 
which has started from your machinery than if you are delayed by having to do the 
100 yard (or considerably more) dash to the fire unit (if you are one of the minority of 
residents that have one), getting it started (if it does), driving back to the fire and 
starting the pump(if it does start quickly) etc etc. 
  
Hot Work in the Open Air -  ie ANYWHERE other than in an enclosed room 
This includes all forms of gas cutting, welding and abrasive grinding which MIGHT 
produce sparks 
NOT allowed at all if the forecast fire danger for that day is VERY HIGH or above, 
or if a Total Fire Ban or Local Govt Fire Ban has been imposed that day. 
Best only on cooler days and times of day regardless 
If allowed  

-          you MUST have a 5 meter zone completely clear of ANY flammable 
material in all directions including vertically.  
-          You MUST have a suitable extinguisher (min 7.5 lts water and 
effective delivery means) immediately available. Eg 9 lt stored pressure or a 
knapsack spray or fire unit. Provided it will reach a considerable distance 
around the area a pressurised garden hose with an appropriate nozzle 
MIGHT be considered to comply. 
-          It is a very good idea to have someone else around as a fire watch, 
with your head in a welding helmet you might not see the fire your sparks 
have started until too late! 
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Fire Bans 
A reminder that both Total Fire Bans and Local Govt Vehicle Movement, 
Machinery Operation and Harvest Bans have been imposed recently. The legal 
onus rests squarely with you to verify that no ban is in place at the time prohibiting 
something you plan to do. Bans are likely if the forecast Fire Danger Rating is “VERY 
HIGH” or above, or may be imposed  at short notice if conditions are significantly 
hotter/windier than forecast. 
For general info on bans and what you are allowed/not allowed to do visit  
www.dfes@wa.gov.au  (Total Fire Bans)  
 www.swan@wa.gov.au  (Vehicle and Equipment Movement and operation, Harvest 
Bans)  
For bans actually in force at the time check 
For Total Fire Bans currently in force 1800 709 355 and or www.dfes.wa.gov.au - 
usually imposed the evening before for a 24 hour block midnight to midnight 
For City of Swan Bans currently in force ring the fire safety info line 9267 9326 - 
usually imposed from mid morning to late afternoon ie highest risk times of day but 
this can vary considerably. Do not rely on the website as there are often delays 
posting the info.  Also announced on ABC 720 AM after the 10:00, 13:00 and 14:00 
news. 

http://www.dfes@wa.gov.au
http://www.swan@wa.gov.au
http://www.dfes.wa.gov.au

