
Fire News and Advice – May 2014

The Restricted Burning Season is now in force and will continue until 31st May unless shortened or
lengthened (which will depend on the rainfall etc). 
As the season progresses there will be more and more perfectly legal burning by Brigades, DPaW, and
residents. This hazard reduction burning is a very important part of reducing community risk, as of the
3 factors which contribute to fire (oxygen, temperature and fuel) it is only fuel which we can do
something about. In autumn we usually have a significant increase in the number of callouts for our
volunteer brigades from false alarms concerning legal burns, as well as for illegal burns, and from loss
of control of fires by residents whether burning legally or not.  

What is an Illegal Burn? (during the Restricted Burning Season)
- Any burning at all on days when the forecast fire danger is “Very High” or above, or

if a DFES Total Fire Ban or Local Govt Vehicle Movement, Machinery or Harvest
Ban in place

- Any burn which is unsafe or not effectively controlled. This includes significant
smoke impact on roads etc

- Any burn requiring a permit if one has not been issued
- Note that the only burns exempt from the requirement for a permit are small

cooking fires (any time of day) and single small heaps of garden refuse (after
6:00 pm) Conditions applying to these are listed at the bottom of this article.

- Any burn where ANY of the required conditions is contravened 
- Any burn which is unattended or not properly supervised
- Any permit burn by an adjoining property if you as the owner/occupier have not been

notified in advance (note they don’t need your permission)
- Note penalties up to $5,000 apply for breaches of burning restrictions including

permit condition breaches, $25,000/12 months jail if it occurs during a Total Fire Ban

Reporting smoke and illegal burning
If you believe that a particular burn is illegal, unsafe or out of control you should report it by calling
000. However please consider the following BEFORE you report it. 

- Can you pinpoint where the fire is? Take a minute or two to identify a street address
(NOT a lot number) at the nearest property entrance, if you can’t do that the nearest
crossroad and a rough distance from it. There is nothing more frustrating for
emergency responders than trying to locate a small fire “somewhere in Reserve rd”.

- All permit burns are required to be notified to DFES by the permit holder
immediately before lighting up. If when you dial 000 you can provide a good location
of the fire DFES may be able to allay your concerns and avoid unnecessary volunteer
brigade turnouts. 

- Distant fires and smoke which has drifted a long way generate a lot of false alarms. If
the fire is a long way away you are probably not in a position to provide any
meaningful information to emergency services. Stubble burns in broadacre areas of
Toodyay and other wheatbelt shires have already caused a significant number of false
alarms in Gidge. 

- Is the burn posing a threat to lives or property? 
- Does the burn look safe- eg firebreaks, not too windy etc. 
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- Is there someone in attendance? All fires during the Restricted Season are required to
be attended/supervised at all times however people do need to visit the toilet etc, and
may be in a position to keep an eye on the fire from some distance eg through the
kitchen window etc. Use a bit of common sense with this one. 

Permits to Burn are required for most forms of burning. Before 6:00 pm only small cooking fires
may be lit without a permit (See below for  exempt burns)
Once approval for issuing permits is given by City of Swan, you can apply for one at the Gidge Fire
Shed on Sat mornings between 08:30 and 10:00 am. You should note that there is no obligation for a
Bush Fire Control Officer to issue a permit. You have to be able to present a reasonable case that you
can manage the burn safely. You must comply with ALL conditions imposed on the permit, otherwise
the permit is invalid. Penalties of up to $5,000 apply for permit breaches. Having a permit does not
protect you from any liability for the results of loss of control of a burn.

Exemptions from requirement for a Permit to Burn (not allowed if forecast or actual fire danger is
“Very High” or above or if there is a ban that day)
 SINGLE heap of Garden Refuse (not household rubbish/plastics etc)

- No more than 1 cu m and surrounded by a 5 metre break completely clear of
flammable material. 

- It can only be lit after 6:00 pm and must be completely extinguished by midnight. 
- There must be a suitable means of extinguishment and it must be attended at all times.
- You should advise neighbours beforehand.

Cooking fire in the open air (any time of day)
- 3 metres clear of any flammable material including log or stump
- Size appropriate to what is being cooked
- Lit only for the time reasonably required for cooking then completely extinguished
- Property owner approval required
- In National Parks, shire reserves etc only in signposted/designated sites 
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